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Contact Information

Drop-in Center for Peace:  1226 Cornwall Ave, open M-F from 9:00 – noon and 1-4

Mailing address:  P.O. Box 2444, Bellingham, WA  98227

Phone:  360-734-0217
  Fax:  360-734-1305
Email:  whatcompjc@fidalgo.net
Website:  www.whatcompjc.org
Mission Statement

 Believing that the map in the human heart--not the war room-- leads us to a

 better and safer world, it is the mission of the Whatcom Peace & Justice 
 Center to create a proactive, community voice for peace and social justice
 in Whatcom County through partnerships with local religious and commu-

 nity organizations, education on alternatives to violence and war, and
 advocacy of policies and programs for lasting peace and justice both at 
 home and abroad.
Our Core Values
· nonviolence as a way of life
· inclusion and diversity
· the sanctity of the environment as well as its inhabitants
· combing the energy and knowledge of youth with the wisdom 
and experience of elders
· simplicity
the Whatcom Peace & Justice Center
2nd Annual Report to the Community

How well did we advance our mission in our second year?
One of the shortcomings we’ve heard of the peace and justice movement is that it usually reacts to world events and our government’s policies.  While there is a need, of course, to respond by bearing witness to injustices, war and violence, there is equal need to be proactive and model the behaviors we wish to see in our community and the world.
The mission of the Whatcom Peace & Justice Center (WPJC) is to create a proactive, community voice for peace and social justice.  During our first year, we worked hard to create that voice and earn its recognition in our community.  In year two, we’ve taken concrete steps to expand that voice both in Bellingham and, more importantly, into Whatcom County and beyond.  One example of this is the inclusion of our calendar events and action items in two local weekly newspapers with a combined circulation of 28,000, plus inclusion in another online newsletter that reaches 300 people in Skagit County.  Our message of peace and justice was made loud and clear this year with our entry in the Chamber of Commerce’s Ski-to-Sea parade—an event from which we were excluded last year.  Peace puppet-maker, Vince Lalonde, directed a group of volunteers to create our colorful entry consisting of a giant peace dove with a 30-foot wingspan, accompanied by a 10-foot tall Lady Justice puppet and folks carrying silk banners and musical instruments.  Being presente! in the popular parade was certainly one of the highlights of this year.  Further analysis of how we’ve advanced our mission is included in the following section, “The Year in Review by Goal.”

The Peace Center continues to define its role as a resource and motivator for local peace and justice activism.  We strive to be sensitive to meet people where they are in terms of knowledge base, time availability, and comfort level for activism.  At the Drop in Center for Peace, staffed Monday – Friday, a newcomer can find a way to be involved in a movement for change by renting a video, finding a bumper sticker that speaks her mind, or simply by taking the first step to find a compassionate listener.  Seasoned activists have a hub for planning or publicizing events, a drop off spot for petition drives or special fundraising campaigns, and resources for their own or collaborative projects.   Our lending library continues to grow with the addition of videos, such as a professionally-made tape of Amy Goodman’s (host of Democracy Now!) presentation in Bellingham, and books such as The Sorrows of Empire by Chalmers Johnson and Creating True Peace by Thich Nhat Hanh.
During the past twelve months, staff at the Drop In Center attended to 1,644 visits, averaging six per day, including one new visitor each day.
Sometimes we get asked if the Whatcom Peace & Justice Center is an affiliate of a national organization, (i.e., who’s behind this effort?)  It is both significant and satisfying to respond that the Center is home-grown, the vision of a group of local folks which is in the process of realization.  Join us!   

The Year in Review by Goal

Goal #1:  Catalyze the peacemaking, nonviolence and social justice efforts
of individuals, local religious and community groups
 to broaden and strengthen our impact.

Significantly, staff and volunteers at the Center worked closely with the leadership of Synagogue Beth Israel to bring Israeli peace activist, Jeff Halper, to Bellingham in February of 2004.  Halper’s presentation took a critical look at the separation wall currently being built by the Sharon government in the Occupied Territories.  We are grateful to the synagogue for working with us on the event, and recognize the strong feelings it elicited from the audience of over 100.  We look forward to future opportunities to work with the synagogue, as well as other groups, to provide safe environments for examining tough issues.
Our outreach to new faith communities slowed in year two; however, two additional churches found our work meritorious, bringing the total to eight faith communities that have made contributions in the past two years.  We continue to publicize and support the monthly Prayer Vigil for Middle East Peace and enjoy close relationships with several faith communities, including St. James Presbyterian, Garden Street United Methodist, Christ the Servant Lutheran, and the Friends Meeting (Quakers).

Here are other ways that the WPJC made progress towards Goal #1:
· We provided meeting space for the inaugural meeting of a new Veterans for Peace (VFP) chapter and later co-sponsored several events with the organization, including a Veterans’ Day presentation at Western Washington University with Viet Nam veteran and beloved peace activist, S. Brian Willson, and our second annual Peace Picnic at Boulevard Park on the fourth of July.  We also coordinated a fundraising campaign with VFP to publish a powerful essay on Veterans’ Day by historian Howard Zinn in the Bellingham Herald.  This brought us a delightful letter in response from Dr. Zinn which is on display at the Center.
· We provided consultation to high school staff and peace activists in Skagit County for starting their own program of providing Alternatives to Military Service information in Mount Vernon.
· Thanks to a designated donation, the Center now has a Small Projects Fund for financing peace & justice efforts locally.  The first grant was made to a group of young filmmakers who are working on a documentary on Whatcom County’s participation in the underground railroad that took draft resisters to Canada in the late 1960s and early 70s.

· We provided resources and ideas to the newly-formed Street Corner Forums group which has organized three successful community dialogues on issues related to the military draft and conscientious objection to war.  On September 15, 2004, the Center’s Coordinator will be part of their panel on military recruitment in public schools.
It is wonderful to have an organization like the Peace and Justice Center in
Bellingham.  It provides so many opportunities for learning and expanding one's
experience and understanding of the important issues of this world.






      ---  supporter Rosemary Hostetler
As in our first year, we co-sponsored a variety of events with both local and national organizations including the Whatcom Human Rights Task Force’s annual Martin Luther King, Jr. conference, a potluck supper and slide presentation for the Pastors for Peace caravan taking humanitarian aid to southern Mexico, the national Wheels of Justice Tour which brought peace activists to Bellingham who had recently traveled to Iraq and who packed Stuart’s coffeehouse for an evening slide show; and the Bellingham Human Rights Film Festival.  Typically, co-sponsorship entails a financial contribution as well as assistance with organizing and publicity through the Center’s 750-strong cyber peace community email list.
Goal #2:  Increase community members’ awareness of alternatives to war,

violence, militarism and injustice.

This goal enables the Center to be proactive for peace and justice, as well as a voice of conscience against war and injustice.  Our greatest success in this area this year was the expansion of our Militarism in the Schools (MIS) program.  Starting in 2003, volunteers for the Center set up literature tables in the three Bellingham High Schools to offer students information that counters that which is aggressively promoted by military recruiters who are often present in the schools.  We offer practical information on how to finance college without joining the military, on peaceful and social change careers, and Americorps programs and apprenticeships.  In addition, we ask students to weigh very carefully the pros and cons of enlisting and actually show them what an enlistment agreement looks like, and warn young women of the high incidence of violent assault at the hands of servicemen or spouses in the military. 
This year we surpassed our goal of extending MIS tabling to one county high school, securing permission to be present in four out of six county high schools.

Thanks to the liaison skills of volunteer Milt Krieger, a recently-retired professor at Western Washington University, the Center in now doing informational tabling in four of the six county high schools:  Mt. Baker, Nooksack, Ferndale and Blaine.  Conversations are underway to begin tabling in the remaining two county districts (Meridian and Lynden) in the near future.  In summer of 2004, the Center requested information from all high school principals and superintendents in Whatcom County regarding their school’s procedures for advising parents of the right to prohibit the release of their students’ personal information to military recruiters, as is now required under the No Child Left Behind Act.  Our efforts to publicize this “opt out” option continue in 2004 with the help of concerned parents in Bellingham and the county.
The MIS program also promotes alternatives to violence and war by offering sensitive, individualized counseling to young people on draft registration and conscientious objection to war.  Our counselor, himself a conscientious objector from the Viet Nam conflict, Charlie Baker, provided over 170 hours of free counseling in the first six months of 2004.  We anticipate that the need for this service will increase dramatically in the years ahead and invite others to get training in this specialized area of counseling.

Here are other activities in support of Goal #2:

· We convened two quarterly study groups on nonviolence utilizing the curriculum “From Violence to Wholeness,” and organized four video/discussion series on the same topic in county library branches;
· For International Conscientious Objectors Day (May 15th) over fifty people turned out for a presentation on conscientious objection to war;

· Students in a communications class at Western Washington University worked with the Center to analyze the advertising utilized by military recruiters to come up with an affirming, alternative message for young people.  The essence of the message is being used currently in a Public Service Announcement aired on the college radio station.

· The Center’s coordinator published two editorials in the Bellingham Weekly entitled, “Mainstreaming Peace:  Fighting America’s Addiction to War,” and “No Child Left Unrecruited.”
· Together with the Alternative Library in Bellingham, we hosted a training on ways to explore War Tax Resistance with speakers from Seattle’s Nonviolent Action Community of Cascadia. 

Early in the second year we modified goal #2 to include mindfulness of economic, as well as social justice issues. The motivation for re-examining this goal was in part to acknowledge and help address the struggles faced by people of color and people with low incomes. The re-written goal is:

Increase community members' awareness of alternatives to war, violence, militarism and injustice as well as the economic and global impact of our daily choices.
We made a little headway incorporating economic issues into our work by co-sponsoring an event at St. James Presbyterian Church entitled, “The Growing Divide:  Inequality and the Roots of Economic Security,” and by participating in scheduled conference calls of the statewide Poverty Action Network.  And at every opportunity, we employ the research of the War Resisters League to point out that 50% of our federal tax dollars is utilized for military expenditures, to the detriment of funding for human and other life-affirming needs.  
Goal #3: Monitor and promote programs and policies for social justice,

lasting peace and nonviolence both at home and abroad.

As last year, goal #3 received the least amount of attention.  However, in our second year of activism we did promote legislative efforts such as the bill to close the School of the Americas at Fort Benning, Georgia, which Congressman Larsen (D- Lake Stevens) finally co-sponsored this year.  Other programs and policies are highlighted in our bi-monthly email calendar and action item list which goes to about 750 subscribers.
Since the Center was established, we had hoped to find means to promote the work of peace educators in our public school system as an activity to further goal #1.  We have yet to identify how to do this in a meaningful way, although “peace education,” broadly-defined, remains on our radar.  We view our Alternatives to Military Service tabling in the high schools as a manifestation of peace education, along with the study groups and county video/discussion series on nonviolence.  We have also promoted and fundraised for the Nonviolent Peaceforce, the world’s first “peace army” of trained civilians who are sent to conflicted areas to protect human rights, deter violence, and help create space for local peacemakers to carry out their work.  
What Does it All Add Up To?

Have we made a difference in Whatcom County in our second year of work to promote peace and justice, and what are the measures for knowing that we have?   One way to gauge if our efforts resonate with the community is if people continue to support them.  Here, the record is mixed.  The number of county residents who have contributed financially to the Center has grown from 220 to 377, an increase of 58% over last year.  This is very encouraging, particularly since 31 of these contributors have pledged their support on a monthly or quarterly basis.  The generosity of county residents has enabled the Center to maintain its Drop-In Center for Peace with a paid staff person and expand its programs.  However, we have not been successful in fundraising to remunerate the Coordinator for her full time work; this year she will donate $10,000 in salary to keep the Center humming. 
Eight faith communities in Bellingham made donations of various sizes to the Center this year:

1. Bellingham Friends Meeting (Quakers)

2. Bellingham Unitarian Fellowship

3. First Congregational United Church of Christ

4. Christ the Servant Lutheran

5. St. James Presbyterian Church

6. Garden Street United Methodist Church

7. Faith Lutheran Church
8. First Christian Church

The Center also received a very small grant from the Whatcom Philanthropy Catalogue and a designated gift from the Pride Foundation of Seattle.  Just this month we received the most welcome news that the Dudley Foundation will award a grant of $10,000 to support the work of the Center. The following local businesses and organizations have supported the Center with either financial or in-kind gifts:  the Community Food Co-op, Village Books, the Bagelry, Haggens at Sehome, Le Vie en Rose French Bakery, Avellino’s Bakery, Ciao Thyme Catering, Terra Organica, the Whatcom County Rainbow Coalition, the Gooseberry Point Community and Water Association, Attraction Retreat, the Rotary Club, and the World Famous Up & Up Tavern.  
We received many blessings this year from community members who found creative ways to help the Center.  Our friends at Village Books, Chuck and Dee Robinson, sent us the proceeds from three of their events:  Rick Steves, Maxine Hong Kingston and Amy Goodman.  Such generosity!  Another supporter thought we should publicize ourselves more and had a colorful sandwich board made for the sidewalk outside the Center.  Members of Bellingham Friends Meeting took up an impromptu collection so we could get a lead banner made for our Ski to Sea entry.  Not one, but two window washers have donated their services this year to keep the light shining on our work.  This is in addition to the donated cleaning service we enjoy again this year.  The Blond Ambition belly dancing troupe approached us to donate their talents for peace and justice, joining our local favorites, the Raging Grannies, in celebrating our second year of peace and justice activism with an open house on August 14th.

We conclude that it remains valuable that we who work for a different, more peaceful and just world have a place of our own for networking and support.  We are in it for the long haul and try not to be attached to seeing immediate results. This year, however, the Drop-in Center for Peace has seen an increase in first-time visitors who were sent here at the urging of someone else in order to help transform their despair over the national and world situations into affirming involvement for change.  Hope is the antidote to fear, and while we certainly suffer our own bouts of discouragement, the Whatcom Peace & Justice Center draws from a deep well to offer hope to others in troubled times.  
     Remember this:  We are many and they are few. They need us more than we need them. 
      Another world is possible; she is on her way.  On a quiet day, I can hear her breathing.










-- Arundhati Roy
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